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ENERGY AND CLIMATE SUMMIT – 2009

“MEETING NEW CHALLENGES”

3–4 February 2009

Hotel Le Meridien, New Delhi

“MEETING NEW CHALLENGES”
      About the Summit

Energy sector is closely linked with climate change. In July 2006, IRADe had organized an energy summit with the theme of “Implementing Integrated Energy Policy: The Way forward” inaugurated by the Prime Minister of India Dr. Manmohan Singh. It highlighted how each energy supply option has its inherent challenges, such as finiteness of reserves, high costs, environmental impacts and expanding technology frontiers. To these factors, climate challenges have to be added. Although the developed countries are responsible for the current accumulation of Green House Gases (GHG) emissions, India as a responsible nation has shown willingness to contribute to the solutions.  The Prime Minister’s Council on Climate Change has finalized India’s National Action Plan for Climate Change (NAPCC). The Plan has eight national missions. Among these are solar and energy efficiency missions. Much is written on what energy can do for climate change, but how will climate change impact energy sector is also important to understand. 
KEY ISSUES AND QUESTIONS:

The key questions in the context of the growth of energy sector and climate change to be addressed are:

· What can energy sector contribute towards GHG reduction through power, coal, oil, natural gas, renewable, and nuclear sectors?

· What impacts and vulnerabilities are posed by climate change to energy infrastructure such as power plants, wind power generators, off-shore structures, pipelines, ports, and coastal industries? These would have to withstand storms, floods, cyclones, sea level rise, fluctuating water availability and higher temperatures that call for more cooling. 

· What are the restructuring potential for “climate-proofing” of energy infrastructure in various sectors such as off-shore oil extraction, LNG Ports, coastal pipelines, thermal power plants, wind power and so on? 

· How would alternative water regimes affect Hydropower plans?

· What efforts are needed to make renewable and non-conventional energy commercially viable in the near future?

· How can energy sector help to fulfill the eight missions of National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) released by Prime Minister of India?  Can energy sector firms help the poor under corporate social responsibility?      (http://www.pmindia.nic.in/prelease/pcontent.asp?id=765)

· What are the implications for the energy sector of alternative positions in global negotiations for climate change? Can sectoral approaches succeed and under which conditions? Should norms for GHG emissions be compared per KWh, value of output, per ton of product such as cement or steel or per unit of energy used?

· What new technologies are needed on both demand and supply sides?

· Climate change is a global issue, and sustainable development is the key concern for strategizing our responses. India has to also formulate its R&D priorities for the energy sectors keeping in view climate change issues. 

 Hon’ble Union Minister of Power Shri Sushilkumar Shinde, Hon’ble Union Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas Shri Murli Deora and Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission Shri Montek Singh Ahluwalia will address the inaugural session. Their vision and guidance would provide valuable help in fulfilling the objectives.

SCOPE AND TARGET AUDIENCE:
Senior representatives of the ministries, private and public sector, academics and research institutes from India and abroad will discuss the above key issues.
   Discussion would reflect multi disciplinary and multi stakeholder perspective, as people from wide ranging background will participate:

· Public and Private Sector

· Ministries of Central and State Government.

· National and International experts

· Energy Suppliers,

· Energy Consumers of Various Sectors

· Bank and Financial Institutions,

· Legal and Management Consultants

· Environmental Scientists,

· R&D Institutions and NGOs

Integrated Research and Action for Development

Integrated Research and Action for Development (IRADe) is a fully autonomous advanced research institute, which aims to do research and policy analysis, impart training and serve as a hub of network among various stakeholders. The institute focuses on research for effective action through multi-disciplinary and multi-stakeholder groups for executable solutions leading to effective governance. The key focal areas are:

· Environment and Climate Change, 

· Energy and Power Systems, 

· Impact of Policy Reforms, 

· Poverty Alleviation and Gender, 

· Action Projects with Communities, 

· Training and Capacity Building, 

· Policy Advocacy and Dissemination. 

IRADe has completed six years of successful work since its establishment.

IRADe has worked with governmental, non-governmental and multi-lateral agencies such as MOEF, MNRE, MEA, Planning Commission, CSO, WISION- Germany, Stanford University- USA, SEWA, Winrock International, SANEI, UNEP-Geneva, British High Commission India, Energia International- Netherlands.

Dr. Jyoti Parikh. 

Executive Director and Convener of the Summit

Integrated Research and Action for Development,

C- 50, Khelgaon, New Delhi – 110049

Telephone: +91 11 26495522/ 26490126 Tele-fax: +91 11 26495522

jparikh@irade.org, www.irade.org 

For details please contact:

Mr. C R Dutta Biswas, cdbiswas@irade.org 

Ms. Arshi Vimal, arshiv@irade.org 
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