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CLIMATE  CHANGE:  A  GLOBAL CHALLENGE
Climate change is  a major  global  concern with a

potent ial  to alter  envi ronment as never before.  I t  has

several  disrupt ive impacts on  society and l i festy le

including energy,  industry ,  t ransport ,  bui ld ings,  etc.  I t

poses a major chal lenge to future generat ion and needs

ser ious human  intervent ions.  

     

On one hand i t  requires response such as energy

eff ic iency and renewable energy and on the other hand,

also adequate measures to deal  with heat stress ,  sea-

level  r ise and extreme events such as such as f loods,

droughts ,  cyclones,  storms etc.  I ts  enormity has been

real ized across communit ies which is  ev ident by the

major c l imate conferences e.g. ,  Earth Summit ,  R io ( 1992) ,

Kyoto protocol  ( 1997)  and Par is  Agreement (2016)  on

cl imate change mit igat ion.    



For  Universit ies:  A unique opportunity 

This  program wi l l  provide the opportunity  for  more 

v is ibi l i ty  for  the part ic ipat ing univers i t ies among the 

scient i f ic community ,  thus earning academic 

recognit ion and accolades 

Cl imate change is  a mult i-discipl inary subject and 

needs to be integrated with academic curr iculum. 

This  project can in i t iate th is  process for  the 

part ic ipat ing univers i t ies   

This  project can be a gateway for  the univers i t ies to 

engage in ser ious c l imate change discourse with 

internat ional  organizat ions 

The immense sustainable poss ibi l i t ies for  the project 

can help to bui ld a permanent platform in the 

univers i t ies for  a cont inuous knowledge exchange 

between promis ing students and academic experts  

   

The exper ience wi l l  be valuable to organize s imi lar  

programmes and workshops in future on cl imate 

change which wi l l  grow in al l  poss ibi l i t ies.  

        Role of Universities

Advertisement about the 

program 

Basic amenities and 

support in hosting the 

symposium 

University faculties act 
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Chief Guest for the 
Symposium at Delhi

Shr i  Prakash 

Javadekar ,  

Honourable Union 

HRD Min is ter ,  

Government  of  Ind ia,  

wi l l  be the Chief  

Guest  for  the Cl imate 

Change Symposium at  

New Delh i  



OBJECTIVES

TO  ADVANCE  MULTI  DISCIPLINARY  

CLIMATE  CHANGE  KNOWLEDGE  

EXCHANGE  BETWEEN  CLIMATE  

CHANGE  EDUCATORS  

AND  STUDENTS  

TO  HIGHLIGHT  SOCIAL,  

ECONOMIC,  SCIENTIFIC  AND  

TECHNICAL  ISSUES  RELATED  TO  

CLIMATE  CHANGE  AND  

ENVIRONMENT  INCLUDING  

CHANGING  BEHAVIOR  AND  LIFE  

STYLE

TO  CREATE  AWARENESS  ON  

REGIONAL  SCALE  IS  A  KEY  

AGENDA.  IT  WILL  HIGHLIGHT  THE  

IMPORTANCE  OF  PLANNING  AND  

MITIGATION  ON  STATE  LEVEL

TO  MOTIVATE  EDUCATIONAL  

INSTITUTES  TO  INTEGRATE  

CLIMATE  CHANGE  AS  A  SEPARATE  

SUBJECT  IN  CURRICULUM  

TO  IDENTIFY  EMERGING  TALENT  

FROM  STUDENT  COMMUNITY  WHO  

CAN  CONTRIBUTE  TO  RESEARCH  

AND  ACTIVITIES  RELATED  TO  

CLIMATE  CHANGE.  

 Goals 

Climate change is  a mult i  d iscipl inary subject that 

covers Natural  Sciences,  Meteorology,  Atmospher ic 

Sciences and Appl ied Sciences l ike Agr iculture,  

Forestry ,  Hydrology,  Engineer ing.  

The overal l  goal  is  to raise awareness and s impl i fy  the 

ongoing complex conversat ions on cl imate change 

issues whi le prepar ing young leaders to part ic ipate in 

these discuss ions in an informed manner.  To inspire 

youth in taking up the cause of c l imate change and 

become torchbearer for  c l imate change awareness 

miss ion and pract ical  solut ions for  tomorrow.   

Climate Change awareness 

There have been global  efforts  to raise awareness 

on causes and consequences of c l imate change,  in 

which India is  also a key player.  However ,  looking at 

the complexity  of  the problem and the heterogeneity  

of  Indian society ,  an intensive method of mass 

awareness needs to be adopted to combat cl imate 

change. The role of society in combating cl imate 

change is  not al l  about taking adaptat ion and 

mit igat ing measures,  but also rais ing mass 

awareness on the sever i ty  of  c l imate change. 

   



EXPOSURE TO CLIMATE CHANGE

IN CLASSROOM, GROOMED BY

EXPERTS  

A PLATFORM FOR VIBRANT

CLIMATE CHANGE DISCOURSE

UPDATED STUDY MATERIALS ON

CLIMATE CHANGE ON THE

PROJECT SITE

CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION 

TALENT DEMONSTRATION AND

REWARDS OF BEING A CLIMATE

CHAMPION AT U.S. EMBASSY, NEW

DELHI

Program Activit ies  

The educational  symposium wi l l  be organized in 

eight Univers i t ies across seven north Indian states 

between August 2017 and January 2018.  The f i rst  two 

days wi l l  comprise of lecture sess ions by experts  of  

c l imate change fol lowed by the debate.  

Al l  the interested students wi l l  be al lowed to 

part ic ipate in the symposium after  registrat ion and 

providing a br ief  wr i te up on the reason of h is/her 

part ic ipat ion .  

Thi r ty  students among part ic ipants wi l l  be selected 

for  the debate based on a screening test .  At  the 

end of debate,  one univers i ty  champion wi l l  be 

declared.  

A nat ional  champion wi l l  be chosen among eight 

univers i ty  winners in a f inal  round of debate at the 

New Delhi  U.S Embassy.  

Sustainabil ity  

The project has a t remendous sustainable potent ial  in  

bui ld ing up knowledge inventory.  As a start-up,  th is  

project bui lds a coordinat ing platform between 

experts  and students which is  not poss ible otherwise 

through the univers i ty  curr iculum. 

This  exposure is  motivat ional  for  students to pursue 

the cause of c l imate change in terms of future 

research,  organiz ing awareness programs,  

envi ronment journal ism and taking i t  down to the 

community to bolster  awareness.  

   

S T U D E N T  B E N E F I T

 PARTICIPATION 
CRITERIA

UNIVERSITY  STUDENTS  FROM  

POST  GRADUATE  COURSES

ALTHOUGH  THE  PROGRAM  

SEEKS  PARTICIPATION  FROM  

VARIOUS  DISCIPLINES,  

STUDENTS  FROM  COURSES  

RELATED  TO  CLIMATE  CHANGE  

(EARTH  SCIENCES,  

ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES  

ETC.)  ARE  ENCOURAGED

STUDENTS  WITH  A  BASIC  

KNOWLEDGE  AND  INTEREST  IN  

CLIMATE  CHANGE



IRADe 

Integrated Research and Act ion for  Development ( IRADe),  

is  an autonomous advanced research inst i tute,  engaged 

in var ious research act iv i t ies including Cl imate Change 

and Envi ronment.    

IRADe's cl imate competency 

IRADe has adopted a mult idiscipl inary approach   in core 

areas l ike Cl imate Mit igat ion,  Cl imate Adaptat ion,  

Cl imate Negotiat ions and Natural  Resources Account ing 

In the Mit igat ion sector ,  IRADe carr ied out studies on 

GHG reduct ion potent ial  under Clean Development 

Mechanism (CDM),  Low Carbon Technology (LCT) 

implementat ion.   In  the Adaptat ion sector ,  IRADe has 

developed a methodology for  c l imate vulnerabi l i ty  

assessment and adaptat ion on var ious Indian cit ies.    

On Cl imate Negotiat ions f ront ,  IRADe  developed 

Economy-wide Model  for  Low Carbon Strategies for  

Inclus ive Growth (LCSIG).  IRADe has also contr ibuted to 

Biennial  Update Report  to UNFCCC on Mit igat ion Act ions 

for  Nat ional  Circumstances.  

Professor Jyot i  K  Par ikh is  Execut ive Director of  

Integrated Research and Act ion for  Development ( IRADe),  

New Delhi .  She was a Member of the former Pr ime 

Minister ’s  Counci l  on Cl imate Change – India and is  a 

recipient of Nobel  Peace Pr ize awarded To IPCC authors 

in 2007.  

Contact:  

Chandrashekhar Singh 

C-80,  Shival ik ,  Malv iya Nagar 

New Delhi- 1 10017 

Phone: 01 1-26676181  (Extn.  126) 

Mobi le:  9818935589 

Emai l :  chandrashekhar@irade.org
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